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Center for Human, Pastoral and Spiritual Formation, Peace Building and Trauma Healing 

for South Sudanese and Church Personnel - lay, clergy and religious in Kit near Juba, 

SOUTH SUDAN 

Juba, August 2016 

Dear Friends, Donors, Sponsors and Benefactors. Peace be with you!  

 

We are here again to give you further news on the development of the Peace, Justice and Reconciliation 

Center and to keep you informed of our plans to assist the mission of the Church in this new nation of 

South Sudan. 

I believe that each one of you has heard about what happened at the beginning of July 2016 in Juba and 

the heavy fighting between the SPLA, the government army and SPLA IO, the army of the opposition of 

Riek Machar and others opposing the government. They were together in a tentative government of 

national unity but their divisions, different visions did not match in the last few months, and so we 

witnessed little progress in their dialogue for peace and development. 

I invite you to read the document prepared by the Comboni Missionaries Provincial Council of South 

Sudan for their congregation and confreres to be updated of the real situation of the country and of the 

fast events, which are still in progress. 

In spite of this situation, the religious congregations are still here in their missions and only a few have 

decided to leave the country. Almost all the the missionaries and religious have decided to remain 

together with the people and with the Local Church to witness the Love of God and his Presence overall 

in this particular tough time for the people. We, as RSASS, continue our activities and are focused on the 

finalization of the GOOD SHEPHERD PEACE CENTER OF KIT (the name has been chosen during 

our last general meeting of RSASS). The works on the ground will end this month of August 2016.        

We are happy to announce that we have scheduled our official opening of the Kit Center on 15th 

October 2016 inviting all of you donors, benefactors, bishops of South Sudan, diocesan priests, 

religious and lay people. It will be an important step for the Church and the country since this is a 

confirmation that what is happening around us is a greater proof of what we really need in this 

society and in this new nation: peace, reconciliation and trauma healing giving a great focus on 

human and spiritual formation. I hope you put this date already in your agenda but we shall send 

you a special invitation very soon as reminder.  

We are already preparing the mixed religious community who will be permanently in Kit center and 

living there. They will  and plan and administer the Good Shepherd Peace Center on behalf of RSASS and 

be open to many different activities that will be planned by  different organizations: RSASS, Local 

Church, Episcopal conference of Sudan and South Sudan, congregations, other churches, NGOs and so 

on. It is a great step forward that gives assurance that we are determined to help the people and the 

Church of South Sudan to take a big step forward for the peace building of a new generation of citizens 

and Christians. 

 

In May 2016, there was a workshop on “Youth Ministry and Mentoring” open to diocesan priests, 

religious and lay people who are working in close contact with the youth of South Sudan. It was a great 



success and more than 50 people participated. Many other workshops on trauma healing were going on 

in different parts of South Sudan led by some of the religious and lay people who had already been 

trained in earlier workshops. 

In November 2016, we shall have an introductory course on South Sudan, for religious and other people 

on the political, economic, ecclesial, social situation of the country. It will be a great moment of sharing 

and planning according to this situation we are living. 

All the members of RSASS, some local and many expatriates, are here to accompany the people of South 

Sudan on the challenging journey toward peace and prosperity. I hope you enjoy reading this update. 

May God bless you in your collaboration and support with and for us. 

 

Fr. Daniel Moschetti, MCCJ, RSASS Chairperson 

 

 

 

          

   

 

1. Progress on building site until June 2016. 

        Good Shepherd Peace Center 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       View from parking area                                Fish from River Kit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Youth Hostel finished              Landscaping works  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Chapel interior             Chapel exterior 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Retaining wall                                                                 Strom water provision 

     Culverts for storm water        Emmanuel keeps the site clean                                                                                  



 

Prayer/Mass with workers (Christians and Muslims) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front View              Heavy rains 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interior dining              Interior rooms 



            

 

 

 

 

 

     View to the biological treatment plant        Grass planting and garden shaping  

 

2. The contract payments up to now (overview).  

(On completion detailed accounts will be given to all who contributed to the Project so generously)  

 

1 Fencing of Plot 29.800,00

2 Mobilisation 39.005,00

3 Main Building 1st. Instalment 196.425,00

4 Chapel/Central Meeting 1st. Instalment 29.391,00

5 Youth Hostel 1st. Instalment 58.862,00

6 Main Building 2nd. Instalment 163.688,00

7 Accommodation Phase I 1st. Instalment 247.350,00

8 Chapel/Central Meeting 2nd. Instalment 24.493,00

9 Youth Hostel 2nd. Instalment 58.862,00

10 Water Tower/Guard House total 10.000,00

11 Powerhouse 1st. Instalment 10.000,00

12 Powerhouse 2nd. Instalment 9.760,00

13 Bore hole total 11.200,00

14 Water tank 1st. Instalment 13.500,00

15 Water tank 2nd. Instalment 4.308,00

16 House for Residents 1st. Instalment 39.000,00

17 Main Building 3rd. Instalment 130.950,00

18 Chapel/Central Meeting 3rd. Instalment 19.594,00

19 Accommodation Phase I 2nd. Instalment 206.125,00

20 Main Building 4st. Instalment 130.950,00

21 Youth Hostel 3rd. Instalment 39.241,00

22 House for Residents 2+3 Instalment 58.500,00

23 Accommodation Phase I 3rd. Instalment 164.900,00

24 Add. Elec. BBM 38.750,00

25 Accommodation Phase I 4st. Instalment 164.900,00

26 Youth Hostel 4st. Instalment 29.431,00

27 Chapel/Central Meeting 4st. Instalment 19.594,00

28 Staff house total 52.500,00

29 Furniture 56.485,00

30 Kitchen equipments BBM/Intercom 60.863,00

31 Landscaping/parking/strom water 25.000,00

32 Architecture/Engineering/supervision 31.000,00

33 Operational and miscellaneous costs 16.000,00

34 Solar System/ecological treatment plant 191.000,00

expenses up to 30st. June 2016 2.381.427,00



3. Fundraising for the Project 

In the past months, we have received good feedback from those who have visited the project. 

Donors have already committed themselves generously or promised contributions. For Money 

transfer we ask you kindly to use the Swift Code of Kenya:  The account No. is: 550 219 8731 

Kenya Commercial Bank (KCB), P.O. Box 48400-00100 Moi Ave. Nariobi/Kenya,  

Swift Code: KCBLKENX. Account name is: Religious Superiors ASS. of S.S.  

The list below gives the details of the fundraising to date (30.June 2016) 
 

Fundraising for the Center for Human, Pastoral and Spiritual Formation, 

Peace Building and Trauma Healing in Kit, Juba – South Sudan 

     

Donor Promised 

Received 

(Currency) 

Received 

(USD) 
Date 

received 

Lease of Land (Emmaus House) local 

Contribution 
  42,000 USD 42.000,00 30-Aug-14 

Collection at Blessing of site   
562 SSP + 50 

USD 
160,00 11-Oct-14 

Mr. Trevor and Club, Local Contribution   10,000 SSP 2.200,00 16-Oct-14 

Mensen met een Missie, NL   20,000 Euro 24.900,00 24-Oct-14 

Kiltigan Fathers, SPS   10,000 USD 10.000,00 18-Nov-14 

Centro Missionario Vicenza, IT   10,000 Euro 12.200,00 12-Dec-14 

Fatima Shrine, Portugal   2,750 Euro 3.335,00 12-Dec-14 

Comboni Missionaries South Sudan Province   5,000 USD 5.000,00 12-Dec-14 

Comboni Missionaries General Adm. Rome 

(MCCJ) 1st.  Instalment 
  10,000 USD 9.952,00 23-Apr-15 

Comboni Missionary Sisters, Rome     9.952,00 28-Dec-15 

Mill Hill Fathers   2300 Euro 2.952,48 05. Dez 14 

Comboni Missionaries  Casavatore Napoli, IT   1,500 Euro 1.650,00 22-Apr-15 

Mr. Bassani Marco, IT   250 Euro 250,00 22-Apr-15 

Diocese of Eichstätt, G   15,000 Euro 16.473,00 22-Jan-15 

Fondazione Fontana, IT   50,000 Euro 56.500,00 21-Jan-14 

Comboni Missionaries North American 

Province  
  25,000 USD 24.970,00 27-Feb-15 

Centro Missionario Padova, IT   500 Euro 487,80 17-Mar-15 

CEI, Italy   1,525,521 Euro 1.577.014,68 13-Apr-15 

SCIAF   
10,000 British 

Pounds 
14.864,50 04-Jun-15 

Missio Munich 30,000 Euro    32.067,90 29-Jan-16 

Archdiocese of Munich-Freising 50,000 Euro for Solar   55.000,00 12-Jun-15 

Diocese of Bamberg 15,000 Euro  15.750,00 21-Jul-15 

Diocese of Augsburg  10,000 Euro   10.500,00 21-Jul-15 

Diocese of Freiburg 20,000 Euro   21.440,00 31-Dec-15 

Diocese of Freiburg (Gem.Stiftung) 30,000 Euro  30,000 Euro 33.000,00   

Jesuits in Nürnberg 50,000 Euro   53.000,00 07-Apr-15 

Diocese of Würzburg 12,000 Euro   13.080,00 03-Sep-15 

Diocese of Mainz 
Will support courses via 

Missio Aachen 
5, 000 Euro 5.486,80 15-Jun-15 



Missionszentrale of the Franciscans in Bonn  
20,000 Euro 30,000 Euro 33.600,00 26-Aug-15 

 OFM  Germania 10,000 Euro 10.500,00 21-Jul-15 

Archdiocese of Cologne 50,000 Euro (+)       

Missio Aachen (techn. Equiments, furniture) 79,521 Euro       

Missio Aachen (instal: Solar, waste 

managem. 
35,520 Euro       

Misereor Aachen 
75% of Phase III              

Ca. 360,000 Euro 
      

Kindermissionswerk Aachen 

 172,000 Euro                   

Phase II 
  58.847,00 25-May-15 

2nd grant   58.862,00 28-Sep-15 

  3rd. grant   39.226,00 24-Feb-16 

  4th. Grant   39.257,81 27-May-16 

Vicariate Azzate (VA) 8,000 Euro   8.910,00 11-Dec.15 

Donor anonymous 60,000 Euro   64.071,07 23-Dec-15 

Stiftung für Umwelt gegen Armut 8,000 Euro for Solar   9.000,00 11-Dec-15 

Diocese of Rottenburg Stuttgart 
54,000 Euro for Solar 

system 
54,000 Euro 59.400,00   

Diocese of Brixen-Bozen 20,000 Euro   22.143,95 17-May-16 

CAFOD 15,000 British Pounds  23.550,00 31-Aug-15 

Catholic Relief Services CRS $ 25,000    25.000,00 13-May-15 

Catholic Relief Services CRS $ 25,000   25.000,00 29-Jan-16 

Catholic Relief Services CRS $ 29,200   29.200,00 07-Apr-16 

Pax Christi, Germany     522,32 30-Apr-15 

Maryknoll Fathers     19.965,00 08-May-15 

IHM Sisters Munro, USA      5.000,00 31-Jul-15 

Spanish Episcopal Conference     22.000,00 23-Oct-15 

Comboni Nigrizia Verona     10.811,40 19-May-15 

GRC Breganze (VI)     5.464,05 29-Dec-15 

Christian Brothers      5.000,00 14-Mar-16 

Generalate Miss Sisters MA     4.985,00 27-Jun-16 

Sisters of Charity     1.000,00 30-Jan-16 

Sorriso per il Sudan Onlus,Casorezzo MI     9.957,50 29-Apr-16 

Center for Conflict Resolutions and 

Reconciliation (SCCRR, Nairoibi) 
$35,000 35,000 USD 35.000,00   

Total     2.680.459,26   

Expenses          

Phase I     2.072.457,00   

Phase II     192.648,00   

Phase III     450.287,00   

Solar System + biological treatment plant      195.000,00   

Furnishing      185.000,00   

Contingencies     50.000,00   

Total      3.145.392,00   

 



We thank all donors wholeheartedly for their generous contribution and promise to keep you 

well informed about the work and activities in the new center. 

Sincere greetings, thanks and God bless you. 

 

 

 

 

Attachment: 

 

 

An Uncertain Future for Peace and Reconciliation in South Sudan 

 

By the Comboni Missionaries Provincial Council of South Sudan 

4 August 2016 

 

Since the signing of the peace agreement in August 2015, implementation met a number of 

political and operational challenges. Breakthrough came when the parties agreed on 

deployment of SPLM-IO forces in JUBA, and was followed by the much awaited arrival of Dr. 

Riek Machar and his chief of staff in April 2016. This was rapidly followed by Dr. Riek Machar 

swearing in as the first vice-president and the formation thereafter of the transitional 

government of national unity (including the appointment of ministers from all political 

parties). 

The immediate priority of consolidating security arrangements in Juba preoccupied the 

parties and required numerous further negotiations of day to day logistics as well as policy. 

The international community took the decision to observe these initial stages with minimal 

financial support. This created misunderstandings and considerable tensions between the 

government and donors given the very serious economic crisis in the country and the 

expectations of immediate financial relief. 

The cessation of hostilities that accompanied this phase appeared to largely hold. However a 

number of apparently relatively small but nonetheless serious incidents served to build up 



an increasingly dangerous situation in Juba. The reported killings of a senior officer – Colonel 

George Alexander on July 2, 2016 – and SPLA-IO soldiers had two principal effects on the 

situation: firstly given the reluctance to investigate the episodes by the government, SPLM-

IO may have interpreted increasing risks to their presence in Juba, secondly tensions 

between the two armies rose dramatically. A further deadly incident at a checkpoint between 

the armed forces resulted in the death of further 5 SPLA members as retaliation for the 

previous death. 

In order, in part to address these events, the new presidency – Salva Kiir, Riek Machar and 

Wani Igga – decided to meet at the presidential office on July 8, 2016. As they were 

proceeding, gunfire erupted outside in the compound of State House resulting in over 250 

soldiers killed on both sides. The grounds for the violence have since being variously 

interpreted to suit political and military interest, but the impact was immediate and 

catastrophic. July 10 to 11 saw heavy and sustained fighting between the two armies within 

Juba, exacerbated by the government use of heavy armaments, such as helicopter gunships 

and jet fighters, for the first time in South Sudan. 

Tens of thousands of civilians were either trapped or fled their homes as the fighting moved 

across heavily populated neighbourhoods of the city. Reports of rape, looting, torture and 

extrajudicial killings emerged. By the 12th of July it was estimated that more than 40.000 

people were now sheltering under the protection of the UN IDPS camps while it was noted 

that the rates of citizens crossing the Ugandan border averaged over 5.000 people a day. 

Currently, it is likely that over 100.000 refugees are now in Uganda. Initially, tens of 

thousands of people sheltered in churches’ compounds looking for protection and support. 

The SPLA succeeded in pushing SPLA-IO completely out of Juba (accompanied by the first 

vice-president) and for two successive weeks the forces continued to clash to the West of 

Juba. The prevailing atmosphere in and around Juba among citizens has largely been one of 

fear and uncertainty. Most embassies were temporarily closed and all the staff evacuated. 

Thousands of expatriates, working for NGOs and private business, also left the country: most 

of them temporarily, but affecting heavily their relief programmes and supportive business 

in the city and country. 

In this uncertain moment the SPLM insisted for the first vice-president to return or, as per 

the agreement, risked being temporarily replaced by another candidate. Despite Dr. Riek 

Machar’s dissent, one of his subordinates, Taban Deng Gai, was proposed as substitute, 

leading to his dismissal from his post from SPLM-IO chairman, Riek Machar. In spite of this 

the government chose to continue working with Taban Deng Gai, creating an apparent split 

in SPLM-IO. 

At the time of this report, Dr. Riek Machar remains in the bush with his forces fighting back 

the SPLA forces; even, as reports suggest, mobilization of armed actors is undergoing by both 

sides. Clashes of the militaries have also been reported in other parts of Greater Equatoria, 

Bahr-el-Ghazal and Upper Nile. This indicates a fluid and dangerous situation both politically 

and militarily. Should anything happen to Dr. Riek Machar the risk of collapse of the peace 

agreement would be immediate given his status among the ethnic Nuer and other 

communities in the country. The interest of the SPLM to divide the opposition will aggravate 

tensions and risk more fractions and dissention while impeding the likelihood of political 

reconciliation and military reunification. 

As for our Comboni communities (provincial house and Moroyok – pre-postulancy) and 

other religious communities in Juba, we have been witness and involved in the chaos of those 

days. People and religious had to remain closed inside their compounds for few days before 

they could resume normal movement in the town. Few religious personnel and 

congregations decided to leave the country, whereas most religious decided to remain and 

accept the situation as it is. All the other Comboni communities in the country have not been 



directly affected, but look at the situation with concern with the hope that this conflict will 

not escalate and spread all over the country. Movement is becoming more and more 

problematic, especially travel by land. Flights to remote areas are also affected. 

The situation in the country is very critical owing to many factors exacerbated by the 

economic crisis. Supply of food becomes more difficult since everything comes from Uganda 

or Kenya and the prices are higher every day.  People are starving and suffering for lack of 

salaries, work, medical treatment and enough food. Stronger groups tend to grab land and 

resources at the expenses of weaker ones. Mistrust is rising everywhere and people tend to 

seek protection within their own ethnic  and clan group. It was similar disorder in Wau on 

June 24-25, 2016 after President Salva Kiir unexpectedly issued an order sacking the 

governor of the newly created Wau state. It escalated to be a conflict where people divided 

on ethnic lines. There has been heavy shooting and, it is reported that, SPLA soldiers and 

street youth looted several shops of the market leaving 40 people dead. Around 5,000 people 

were sheltered in the Church compound of Palica, and many more in other relatively secure 

places and UN POC camps. In this atmosphere of uncertainty and fear it is likely that events 

like this might repeat and could explode everywhere in the country. 

The present role of the Church is also a concern. Due to the fact that the population listen 

attentively to what the Church says and generally agree, political actors either try to buy its 

favour or are ready to threaten it and mistreat it. In some occasions some Church personnel 

– even in important positions – were not so wise in their public speeches and homilies and 

this brought negative consequences. We must be aware that whatever we do and say about 

the situation has a deep impact on the people and we pay the consequences in relationship 

with the local authorities and government. Therefore, we must be wise and prudent, though 

without compromising Gospel values. All in all the credibility of the Church is more and more 

challenged and possibly diminished.  

 


